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STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES


Date: 			September 18, 2025

Time: 			10:30 a.m.

Location: 		100 S. Charles Street, Tower 1
			Conference Room 3309
Baltimore, MD 21201
Held via Video Conference
meet.google.com/qks-niad-yfo	
By Phone via Teleconference  
1-414-909-7588 (PIN: 385820141)

Members Present:	Joseph Radtka, Chairman
Hayward Hinkhaus, Vice Chairman, Industry Member
Craig Stokes, Industry Member
Robert Parker, Consumer Member
Megan Klepsig, Industry Member

Absent:		Keith Horton, Industry Member
			Leif Hancock, Industry Member
			Richard Bowers, Consumer Member

LABOR Officials & Staff Present: 	John Dove, Commissioner, Occupational and Professional
 	   Licensing
	Sarah McDermott, Asst. Commissioner, Occupational and
	    Professional Licensing
Charles Marquette, Executive Director, Mechanical Licensing
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Matthew McKinney, Legislative Liaison, Occupational and
   Professional Licensing
LaKissha Thornton, Administrative Officer III

OTHERS PRESENT:	Wayne Fishpaw, Pipe Trades Technologies
Kathy Stradley, MPHCC
William Sompayrac, Pipeline Training Institute
Laura Bjorn,  JCM Associates
Felicia Savage, Public
Earl Slacum, Mid Atlantic Propane Association
Jonathan Williams, Mid Atlantic Propane Association
Sonny Peak, Certified Public Accountant
			
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Radtka called the September 18, 2025, Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Plumbing to order, virtually, at 10:34 a.m. Ms. Thornton announced for the Boad that the meeting would be recorded and transcribed, and that the recording and transcription were for internal records only and would not be available to the public unless required by law. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

A motion to adopt the agenda of the September 18, 2025, Business Meeting was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Stokes, and unanimously approved by the Board. 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk145686033]  
A motion to approve the August 21, 2025, Business Meeting Minutes was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Stokes and unanimously approved by the Board without amendment.   

PLUMBING COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

Vice-Chairman Hinkhaus reported the following findings of the Complaint Committee:

	Closed Complaint
	Under Investigation
	Sent for A.G. Pre-Charge
	Criminally Charged

	22-0002*
	25-0017
	
	

	
	25-0027
	
	

	
	25-0032
	
	

	
	25-0035
	
	



Vice- Chairman Hinkhaus also reported that consent orders were issued and satisfied for cases 23-0019 and 23-0020.

A motion to accept the findings of the Complaint Committee was made by Mr. Stokes, seconded by Ms. Klepsig, and unanimously approved by the Board. 

APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT

There were no applications to be reviewed and no report necessary. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

Ms. Thornton reported the following statistical summary submitted by PSI for August 2025: 


[bookmark: _Hlk201045125]		                   	       Candidates        	Passed		Failed	     	     Pass %
				          Tested
	[bookmark: _Hlk174351326]Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	11
	2
	9
	18%

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	53
	19
	34
	36%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	3
	1
	2
	33%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	25
	7
	18
	28%

	                              TOTAL
	92
	29
	63
	32%



Ms. Thornton further reported that since January 2025, 736 candidates were tested, 283 candidates passed, 453 failed, for a pass rate of 38%. Since the inception of the test, 12,674 candidates were tested, 4,611 candidates passed, 8,063 failed, for a pass rate of 36%. There are currently 13,884 active licensees. 

CORRESPONDENCE

Ms. Thornton stated that she received correspondence from Mr. Earl Slacum of the Mid Atlantic Propane Association, and that with permission, he wished to address the Board, which Chairman Radtka permitted. Mr. Slacum thanked the Board for their time and consideration of his issue. He reminded the Board that, last October, he and others from the Mid Atlantic Propane Association addressed the Board regarding changes to the Certified Employee Training Program for propane gas fitting instruction. Mr. Slacum stated that while the Board had approved the changes, that there were additional changes he wished to discuss. 

He stated that the course was now being offered as an online course and in person and the proof of completion would be different, depending on whether the course was taken online or in person. Traditional Certificates of Completion would be issued after completion of an in-person course and a checklist of courses that were completed would be issued to those taking the classes online. Mr. Slacum stated that he had sent Board staff and email with examples of the proposed certificate and completion checklist. He asked the Board if they would accept the checklists in lieu of the certificates of completion.  Chairman Radtka stated that he and the other members of the Board had not received the items from staff before the meeting and asked if they could be sent to them for review. Ms. Thornton confirmed that a copy of the proposed certificate and checklist had been received and that she would distribute them to the Board for review after the meeting. Chairman Radtka asked why a Certificate of Completion would not be issued to those taking the online course after completion. Mr. Williams, of the Propane Association, stated that because the online program teaches the curriculum in modules, a certificate was issued for each module as they were completed. The checklist would list all of the modules that were completed with documentation to verify completion of the module to be attached to the checklist. 

Mr. Williams informed the Board that a meeting of the Mid Atlantic Propane Association was scheduled for October 13, 2025, and asked if the Board would be able to provide a response prior to that date.  Chairman Radtka confirmed that Ms. Thornton would send the documentation to that Board members for review and that the Board would make every effort to provide a response to Mr. Williams and Mr. Slacum before the October 13th meeting of the Propane Association. 



OLD BUSINESS

CSST:
Chairman Radtka asked Director Marquette if there were any new updates regarding the CSST study.  Director Marquette confirmed that there were no new updates regarding the study and that he would keep the Board abreast of all new information. 

COMAR 09.20.01—Code Adoption:
Director Marquette reported that the public comment period for the proposed regulation, COMAR 09.20.01 regarding the plumbing code update had ended and that no comments from the public had been received.  

A motion to take final action on the proposed regulation, pending the Secretary’s approval, was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Stokes, and unanimously approved by the Board. 

DC Reciprocity Agreement:
Director Marquette stated that the District of Columbia Board of Industrial Trades (“D.C. Board”) currently had the final draft of the proposed agreement and is expected to vote on the matter at their September Board meeting, and that he anticipated the D.C. Board would take final action on the agreement. He stated that once it was confirmed that they had taken final action to approve the agreement, that he would send the agreement to Chairman Radtka for execution. Chairman Radtka asked Director Marquette if the agreement extended to the HVACR Board as well, to which Director Marquette replied it did not. Director Marquette stated that a proposal for reciprocity for HVACR licensing with the D.C. Board was in development. Chairman Radtka asked Director Marquette to confirm that the plumbing reciprocity agreement would require a backflow certification, which Director Marquette did.  

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Radtka stated that the members of the Board were sent a list of approved Natural Gas Training programs. He stated that staff would be working to verify that the listed providers were still approved to provide Natural Gas Training to obtain a Natural Gas Fitter license. Chairman Radtka stated that, in the past, in order to have curriculum approved, a course provider must include at least 24 hours of classroom instruction and at least 3700 hours of field training. Chairman Radtka asked for a motion to issues correspondence to all approved Natural Gas Training providers requesting that they provide proof of compliance with the Board’s requirements. 

A motion that staff prepare and send correspondence to all approved Natural Gas Training providers requesting proof of compliance was made by Ms. Klepsig, seconded by Mr. Hinkhaus and unanimously approved by the Board.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Director Marquette did not offer a report. 

COUNSEL’S REPORT

Counsel did not offer a report. 

CHAIR’S REPORT

The Chairman did not offer a report. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144984246]CLOSED SESSION

The Board did not convene in a closed session. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the September 18, 2025 Business Meeting was made by Mr. Parker, seconded by Hinkhaus, and unanimously approved by the Board. The meeting was adjourned the meeting at 11:07 a.m.  


__________________________                        ______________
Charles Marquette                                                    Date
Executive Director

   
Signed on behalf of the Board as voted and approved on: ________
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