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STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date: 			November 20, 2025

Time: 			10:30 a.m.

Location: 		100 S. Charles Street, Tower 1
			Conference Room 3309
Baltimore, MD 21201
Held via Video Conference
meet.google.com/qks-niad-yfo	
By Phone via Teleconference  
1-414-909-7588 (PIN: 385820141)

Members Present:	Joseph Radtka, Chairman
Hayward Hinkhaus, Vice Chairman, Industry Member
Leif Hancock, Industry Member
Megan Klepsig, Industry Member
Robert Parker, Consumer Member

Absent:		Craig Stokes, Industry Member

LABOR Officials & Staff Present:  John Dove, Commissioner, Occupational and Professional
   Licensing
Sarah McDermott, Asst. Commissioner, Occupational and 
                           Professional Licensing
Charles Marquette, Executive Director, Mechanical Licensing
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Matthew McKinney, Legislative Laison, Occupational and 
    Professional Licensing
Aajah Harris, Policy Director, Occupational and Professional 
    Licensing
LaKissha Thornton, Administrative Officer III

OTHERS PRESENT:   Wayne Fishpaw, Pipe Trades Technologies
                 Kathy Stradley, MPHCC
  			     Laura Bjorn,  JCM Associates
     Earl Slacum, Mid Atlantic Propane Association
     Jessie Fields, Mid Atlantic Propane Association
     Tom Strum, Prime Plumbing
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Radtka called the November 20, 2025, Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Plumbing to order, virtually, at 10:32 a.m. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

A motion to adopt the agenda of the November 20, 2025, Business Meeting was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Hancock, and unanimously approved by the Board. Ms. Klepsig had not yet joined the meeting and did not participate in the vote.
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk145686033]  
Ms. Thornton noted that Chairman Radtka found an error in the October 16, 2025 Business Meeting minutes, stating that the dates the closed session was held should be corrected to October 16, 2025 from November 16, 2025. 

Ms. Klepsig joined the meeting at 10:37 am.

A motion to approve the October 16, 2025, Business Meeting Minutes with a correction was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Hancock and unanimously approved by the Board without amendment.   

PLUMBING COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

Vice-Chairman Hinkhaus reported the following findings of the Complaint Committee:

	Closed Complaint
	Under Investigation
	Sent for A.G. Pre-Charge
	Criminally Charged

	26-0011
	25-0029
	25-0008
	

	26-0014
	25-0038
	25-0017
	

	26-0010
	25-0040
	25-0031
	

	
	
	25-0034
	



A motion to accept the findings of the Complaint Committee was made by Mr. Parker, seconded by Mr. Hancock, and unanimously approved by the Board. 

APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT

There were no applications to be reviewed and no report necessary. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

Ms. Thornton reported the following statistical summary submitted by PSI for September 2025: 
[bookmark: _Hlk201045125]		                   	       Candidates        	Passed		Failed	     	     Pass %
				          Tested
	[bookmark: _Hlk174351326]Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	20
	8
	12
	40%

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	44
	15
	29
	34%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	5
	1
	4
	20%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	38
	14
	24
	37%

	                              TOTAL
	107
	38
	69
	36%



Ms. Thornton further reported that since January 2025, 926 candidates were tested, 352 candidates passed, 574 failed, for a pass rate of 38%. Since the inception of the test, 12,864 candidates were tested, 4,680 candidates passed, 8,184 failed, for a pass rate of 36%. There are currently 13,802 active licensees. 

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to be discussed. 

OLD BUSINESS

CSST
Director Marquette reported that there was no new information to report regarding the CSST study.  He stated that the preliminary report from the study was set to be published in December and that he would share the report with the Board when it became available. Director Marquette stated that a following meeting of the study group would be held after the preliminary report was released and that he would inform the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the date of the meeting and whether their attendance had been requested at the meeting. Chairman Radtka and Vice-Chairman Hinkhaus both expressed a desire to attend the meeting and the Director Marquette for the update. 

COMAR 09.20.01—Code Adoption
Counsel Kinstler informed the Board the COMAR 09.20.01 had been amended, and regulations .03-.04 and .06-.07 were repealed as they were modifications to adopted codes. Counsel stated that the regulation ad been published for final action and would become effective on November 24, 2025. Chairman Radtka stated for clarity that the Board was now using the 2021 versions of the International Plumbing Code, International Fuel Gas Code, International Residential Code and NFPA 54 and that the Board would be moving to the 2024 code versions as soon as possible. Director Marquette confirmed that the Division of Labor and Industry (“DLI”) is currently moving to adopt the 2024 codes and that the Board would move to the 2024 codes as soon as they were adopted by DLI.  Chairman Radtka reiterated that the 2024 codes would be most likely be adopted within the next six months.  

DC Reciprocity Agreement
Director Marquette stated that the amended reciprocity agreement with the District of Columbia Board of Industrial Trades (“D.C.”) had been sent to the Board members for review and that the new agreement specified that in order to obtain a MD Plumber/Gas Fitter license by reciprocity from D.C., that the applicant must hold both the plumbing and gas portions in D.C. He asked the Board to approve the amended agreement and hoped that the agreement could be signed some time in December. Ms. Klepsig asked if D.C. was the same jurisdiction as WSSC, to which Chairman Radtka replied that they are separate jurisdictions. Chairman Radtka clarified that the MD State Board of Plumbing reciprocates with WSSC provided the WSSC license was obtained by passing the WSSC examination. He further stated that the WSSC does not have reciprocity with D.C. but does have reciprocity with Virginia. He added that the Board was currently trying to establish a reciprocity with Virginia but no agreement had been reached.  

A motion to approve the amended D.C. Reciprocity agreement was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Parker and unanimously approved by the Board.  

Listing of Approved Natural Gas Fitter Training Provider
Chairman Radtka stated that the Board would revisit the issue at the January 2026 meeting and that no new information was available at this time.  

Mr. McKinney joined the meeting at 10:54 a.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS

Discussion on Proposed 2026 Board Meeting Dates
Chairman Radka reminded the Board that a list of proposed Board meeting dates had been sent to the Board members with the meeting invite and asked if the Board members had reviewed the dates for any potential conflicts.  Chairman Radtka asked Ms. Thornton to confirm that all the proposed dates still fell on the third Thursday of each month, which. Ms. Thornton confirmed. 

Mr. Parker moved to approve the proposed Board meeting dates for 2026. The motion was seconded by Mr. Hinkhaus and was unanimously approved by the Board.  

Discussion on House Bill 1162:
Chairman Radtka began a discussion on House Bill 1162, which went into effect on October 1, 2025.  The Bill established new requirements regarding the sale and purchase of HVACR equipment in Maryland and states that HVACR equipment may only be sold to individuals or businesses that:
· Hold or employ a licensed Master, Master Restricted or Limited HVACR Contractor license
· Operate as a reseller to licensed HVACR professionals, or
· Qualify for a statutory exemption under Maryland law

Chairman Radtka questioned Counsel as to whether licensed Master Plumber/Gas Fitters would be able to purchase hydronic equipment under the new law. Counsel confirmed that the legislation did allow for licensed Master Plumber Gas Fitters to purchase hydronic heat equipment, as they were statutorily exempt from having an HVACR license. Md. Ann. Code, Bus. Reg. § 9A-103(7).  

Maryland Plumbing and Mechanical Inspectors Association (“MPMIA”) December meeting:
Chairman Radtka informed the members of the Board that the December MPMIA meeting would be held on December 10, 2025. He requested that any member who wished to attend the meeting notify Ms. Thornton to ensure that there was not an accidental quorum of the Board held at the MPMIA meeting without notice to the public. Several Board members expressed interest but did not confirm that would be attending at the meeting. All members of the Board agreed that they would notify Board staff if they would be attending the meeting.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Director Marquette informed the Board that he had been in touch with West Virginia to begin discussions of a potential reciprocal licensing agreement. He stated that West Virginia does not have a gas fitter component to their plumbing license, and that he would keep the Board abreast of all developments. 

COUNSEL’S REPORT

Counsel did not offer a report but did wish the members of the Board a happy Thanksgiving and wished Ms. Thornton a happy birthday.

CHAIR’S REPORT

The Chairman did not offer a report but wished the members of the Board a happy Thanksgiving and wished Ms. Thornton a happy birthday. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144984246]CLOSED SESSION

The Board did not convene in a Closed Session

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the November 20, 2025, Business Meeting was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Hancock, and unanimously approved by the Board. The meeting was adjourned at 11:03 a.m.  


__________________________                        ______________
Charles Marquette                                                    Date
Executive Director

   
Signed on behalf of the Board as voted and approved on: ________
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